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‘Migrant Domestic Workers’ Reconsidered: in the Era of “Personal is Global”

OGAYA, Chiho
Ferris University
ogaya_chiho@ferris.ac.jp

Current massive movement of migrant domestic workers characterizes the Tnternational
Division of Reproductive Labor' as a new dimension of labor arrangement under
globalization. In East Asian countries, such as Hong Kong and Singapore, policies of
hiring migrant domestic workers have been strategically conducted by governments,
instead of encouraging the gender equality in the societies. Even in Japan, migrant
domestic workers are planned to be brought as a part of the state strategy of promoting
Japanese women's social and economic participation. This article aims to reconsider
the meaning of “migrant domestic workers” in the current context from sociological
perspective. International division of reproductive labor reveals the class and racial/
ethnic discrepancies among ‘women and in that meaning, Western feminism have been
imposed to face its dilemma. Employment arrangement of migrant domestic workers at
private household has also made ‘solidarity of workers difficult. Arguments of this article
lead us to new epistemological question: how we can perceive our own reproductive
activities as the maintenance of the existence of human beings.

Keywords: migrant domestic worker, international division of reproductive labor,

feminisms
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